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AT ABOUT TWO O’CLOCK on Tuesday, April 23, 1912, Louis Gregory walked
up the limestone steps to the front door of the Persian Legation at 1832 16th
Street, NW, in Washington, DC." This four-level house, its facade built from
green serpentine rock, was the nearest thing to an embassy the Persian
government had in the United States.? Its Chargé d’Affaires—Ali-Kuli Khan—
was the closest thing Persia had to an ambassador.®

The Legation stood less than a mile southwest of Howard University. ‘Abdu’l-
Baha had been driven here immediately after his speech to the student body at
Rankin Chapel, in order to attend a formal luncheon that Khan was holding in
his honor. After the talk, ‘Abdu’l-Bah4 had sent a message to Gregory to meet
him at the Legation for a private conversation.

The interview, Gregory later recalled, went on and on.* ‘Abdul-Bah4 seemed to
be prolonging it. When dinner was announced ‘Abdu’l-Bahé stood, and
everyone followed him into the dining room. Everyone, that is, except Louis
Gregory. It was only 1912: Social Washington did not invite colored people to
dinner.

Formality had laid out nineteen place settings along the sides of the long,
rectangular banquet table according to strict Washington protocol. Good taste
had strewn the table with rose petals. Regard had seated ‘Abdu’l-Baha at its
head. The guests took their seats.

! Joseph H. Hannen, “Abdul-Baha in Washington, D. C.,” Star of the West, April 28, 1912, 7; Agnes
Parsons, ‘Abdu'l-Baha in America: Agnes Parsons’ Diary, April 11, 1912—November 11, 1912, ed.
Richard Hollinger (Los Angeles: Kalimat Press, 1996), 31. ‘Abdu’l-Baha’s talk at Howard began at
noon, and a reception was held at 3 p.m. at the Persian Legation. The time of “About two o’clock”
for Gregory’s arrival is an estimate based on these sources.

2 Mike Schaeffer, Coldwell Banker, telephone conversation with author, July 12, 2013. The Coldwell
Banker listing for 1832 16th Street NW, in the summer of 2013, noted the building materials. The
fagade of the building can be seen in Google Street View. Google Maps, accessed July 12, 2013,
https://maps.google.com/maps?q=1832+16th+street+nw,+washington,+dc&hl=en&ll=38.914876,77.
036502&spn=0.000703,0.001369&geocode=+&hnear=1832+16th+St+NW,+Washington,+District+o
f+Columbia+20009&t=h&z=20&layer=c&cbll=38.914971,77.036501&panoid=GDX2cCtXv3jQXUeluf
ORVA&cbp=12,280.25,,2,1.44.

3 Marzieh Gail, Arches of the Years (Oxford: George Ronald, 1991), 62—-63.

4 Harlan F. Ober, “Louis Gregory,” in A Compendium of Volumes of The Baha’i World: An
International Record, I-XIl, comp. Roger White (Oxford: George Ronald, 1981), 651.



Suddenly, ‘Abdu’l-Baha stood up and looked around the table.
“Where is Mr. Gregory?” he asked. “Bring Mr. Gregory!” he told Ali-Kuli Khan.®

Khan had no choice but to locate Mr. Gregory, whom he found trying to slip
quietly out of the house without being noticed.® By the time he re-entered the
dining room with Louis Gregory, Social Washington had succumbed.

‘Abdu’l-Baha had pushed aside the utensils, plates, and glasses that held sway
over the place of honor to his right. Everyone moved over, sending a ripple of
activity down one side of the table. In its place, he had laid out a twentieth place
setting and ordered a twentieth chair brought to the table. Here he seated Louis
Gregory. ‘Abdu’l-Baha then sat down, explained that he was very happy to have
Mr. Gregory here, and, as if nothing out of the ordinary had just occurred, began
to speak on racial prejudice.’

On Tuesday, April 23, 1912, ‘Abdu’l-Bah4 had begun his attack on the social
conventions of the color line.? His discourse on race would soon engage the
diverse range of public positions on the subject, which had emerged as agents of,
or as reactions and accommodations to, a scientific, political, and cultural
program that had entrenched itself in American life since the end of
Reconstruction.

In taking on the paramount issue of race, ‘Abdu’l-Baha was just getting started.

5 Ibid.

6 Ibid.

7 Ibid.

8 Jonathan Menon, “This Shining Colored Man,” 239 Days In America, ed. Jonathan Menon and
Robert Sockett, April 23, 1912, http://239days.com/2012/04/23/this-shining-colored-man/.



How to Cite this Article

The formatting below is from the Chicago Manual of Style, 17th Edition. For other academic citation styles,
please adapt accordingly. Since the 239 Days site and its contents may be updated from time to time, we
recommend you include a “Last modified” date, which is provided at the top of both the web and PDF
versions of this article.

FOOTNOTE / ENDNOTE:
Jonathan Menon, “Breaking the Color Line,” 239 Days in America, ed. Jonathan Menon and Robert Sockett,
April 24, 2012, http://239days.com/2012/04/24/breaking-the-color-line/.

BIBLIOGRAPHY:
Menon, Jonathan. “Breaking the Color Line.” 239 Days in America. Edited by Jonathan Menon and Robert
Sockett. April 24, 2012. http://239days.com/2012/04/24/breaking-the-color-line/.

HOW TO CITE THE 239 Days in America WEBSITE IN A BIBLIOGRAPHY:
Menon, Jonathan, and Robert Sockett, eds. 239 Days in America. http://239days.com/.



Terms of Use

239 Days in America™ and the 239Days.com website is licensed under a Creative Commons 3.0 License as specified
at this link: http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/. This PDF file is shared with you with the following
additional terms:

YOU MAY quote from this PDF file with proper attribution. Your citation must include the author’'s name and
the 239 Days in America project's name. You may download and print this PDF file, and you may share
individual PDF files in print or electronic form.

Although we want to make our work easy to share, we also wish to maintain the unity and integrity of 239 Days in
America as a whole. Therefore,

YOU MAY NOT republish or rebroadcast our PDF files in a public forum—such as by uploading them to a blog,
app, or other web property, publishing them in print form, or distributing them widely using electronic means—
without our prior written consent. We invite you to discuss such opportunities with us by contacting the Editor-
In-Chief at editor@239Days.com. Otherwise, please share the permalinks displayed at the top of each file.

YOU MAY NOT extract pages from this file, recombine this PDF file with other documents, assemble its
contents into any free or paid product, app, ebook, collection, compilation, or archive, nor remove this page of
Terms. The Adobe PDF™ security features employed in this document have been selected to prevent such
use. You may not circumvent these security features in any way.



