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“THE PEOPLE OF THIS land enjoy many blessings,” ‘Abdu’l-Bahá told a 
reporter from the Independent, a popular national weekly newspaper. In 1908 
the Independent, published from Boston, had printed William English Walling’s 
account of the Springfield Race Riot. On July 19, 1912, ‘Abdu’l-Bahá sat for his 
interview: it appeared in print on Chicago’s newsstands during the week of 
September 12, 1912. 
 
“In spite of the lofty position ascribed to him by his followers,” the editor wrote, 
“his interest in ordinary human affairs is keen. He was dressed in flowing robes 
and turban, which accorded well with his square cut grey beard. His blue eyes 
are frank, lively and humorous, his figure of medium hight [sic] and slight, but 
erect and graceful in spite of his sixty-eight years.” 
 
“I am very pleased with America and its people,” ‘Abdu’l-Bahá began. “I find 
religion, high ideals, broad sympathy with humanity, benevolence and kindness 
widespread here, and my hope is that America will lead in the movement for 
universal peace.” 
 
THE INDEPENDENT: “Is peace always desirable?” 
 
‘ABDU’L-BAHÁ: Undoubtedly it is. What is best in a family — peace or strife? 
Every good man will answer that family peace is best. So it is also with a nation, 
and so it is also with the whole world. In the United States of America forty-
eight countries or States are gathered, living in peace with each other, and their 
enlightenment, happiness, progress and civilization serve as a model and 
inspiration to all men. It was not always so. . . . The States support, love and are 
proud of one another, and what America has done, the rest of the world can do, 
following the example of America. 
 
THE INDEPENDENT: But would it be practical for a country to lay down its 
arms and submit itself to the will of its neighbors — would not such a country 
be robbed and abused? 
 
‘ABDU’L-BAHÁ: Assuredly it is not practical for a single country to disarm and 
trust the other nations to do justice for the sake of justice. Universal peace must 
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be brought about by means of agreement among the great powers. They must 
assemble in convention, represented by their best and wisest men, and they 
must bind themselves by the strongest pledges and promises not to make war. 
Each should maintain an army and navy, but very small, merely enough to 
enforce order in its own territory. 
 
THE INDEPENDENT: Do not nations degenerate in peace? 
 
‘ABDU’L-BAHÁ: No. Again I refer to the example of America, which has 
prospered, grown strong and enlightened in peace and because of peace. I was 
in Africa and found warring tribes and much degradation. From there I went to 
Switzerland, and found peace with high enlightenment, intelligence, justice and 
respect for the rights of fellow men. There can be no question as to the blessings 
of peace. 
 
But nature is full of war. Beasts, birds, reptiles, insects, rob and destroy each 
other. Surely; there is much in nature that seems not good. But man has mind 
and soul. He has knowledge of good and evil, and his relation to God and duty to 
his fellows. . . . There are many things in nature that seem evil, as the venomous 
serpent and the scorpion, but we who are men must choose the good. 
 
THE INDEPENDENT: What is good? 
 
‘ABDU’L-BAHÁ: That which bestows or preserves life and happiness is good. 
That which destroys life and happiness is evil. 
 
“The people of this land enjoy many blessings,” ‘Abdu’l-Bahá said. “Day by day 
they are advancing and progressing, their fortunes are in their own hands, their 
patriotism is strong, they enjoy freedom in a superlative degree. . . . In a 
hemisphere they are supreme, and as kindness is their natural disposition, the 
world will expect them to bear the banner of the peace movement.”



How to Cite this Article 
 
The formatting below is from the Chicago Manual of Style, 17th Edition. For other academic citation styles, 
please adapt accordingly. Since the 239 Days site and its contents may be updated from time to time, we 
recommend you include a “last modified” date, which is provided at the top of both the web and PDF 
versions of this article. 
 
 
FOOTNOTE / ENDNOTE:  
Jonathan Menon, “Following the Example of America,” 239 Days in America, ed. Jonathan Menon and 
Robert Sockett, September 17, 2012, http://239days.com/2012/09/17/following-the-example-of-america/. 
 
 
BIBLIOGRAPHY: 
Menon, Jonathan. “Following the Example of America.” 239 Days in America. Edited by Jonathan Menon 
and Robert Sockett. September 17, 2012. http://239days.com/2012/09/17/following-the-example-of-
america/. 
 
 
HOW TO CITE THE 239 Days in America WEBSITE IN A BIBLIOGRAPHY: 
Menon, Jonathan, and Robert Sockett, eds. 239 Days in America. http://239days.com/. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Terms of Use 
 
239 Days in America™ and the 239Days.com website is licensed under a Creative Commons 3.0 License as specified 
at this link: http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/. This PDF file is shared with you with the following 
additional terms: 
 

YOU MAY quote from this PDF file with proper attribution. Your citation must include the author’s name and 
the 239 Days in America project’s name. You may download and print this PDF file, and you may share 
individual PDF files in print or electronic form. 

 
Although we want to make our work easy to share, we also wish to maintain the unity and integrity of 239 Days in 
America as a whole. Therefore, 
 

YOU MAY NOT republish or rebroadcast our PDF files in a public forum—such as by uploading them to a 
blog, app, or other web property, publishing them in print form, or distributing them widely using electronic 
means—without our prior written consent. We invite you to discuss such opportunities with us by contacting 
the Editor-In-Chief at editor@239Days.com. Otherwise, please share the permalinks displayed at the top of 
each file.  

 
YOU MAY NOT extract pages from this file, recombine this PDF file with other documents, assemble its 
contents into any free or paid product, app, ebook, collection, compilation, or archive, nor remove this page of 
Terms. The Adobe PDF™ security features employed in this document have been selected to prevent such 
use. You may not circumvent these security features in any way. 

 
 
 
 


