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THE SUN PEEKED OVER the horizon as ‘Abdu’l-Bahá’s train steamed toward 
the western outskirts of Chicago for his third, and final, stay in the city. He had 
first disembarked in the Windy City on April 29, 1912, less than three weeks 
after he set foot in America. On that trip he laid the cornerstone of the first 
Bahá’í House of Worship in the West. Over the next four decades, the structure’s 
shimmering figure, draped in a filigreed gown of white quartz and portland 
cement, would slowly rise over the construction site at Grosse Point, on the 
western shore of Lake Michigan just north of Chicago. 
 
‘Abdu’l-Bahá had returned to Chicago on his trip west on September 12, 
stopping for five days with a side trip to Kenosha, Wisconsin. Stepping onto the 
platform at LaSalle Street Station, he saw a young Japanese student dangling 
from a lamp post, struggling to get a glimpse of him. Saichiro Fujita became 
‘Abdu’l-Bahá’s guest for the four thousand mile trip to California and back. 
Now, seven weeks later, Fujita would leave the party and live in Chicago. 
‘Abdu’l-Bahá once again took up residence at the Plaza Hotel on Lincoln Park, 
where, to a packed ballroom six months before, he had argued for America’s 
immense potential, challenging the young nation to play a leading role on the 
world stage. 
 
It is hard to believe that the massive city ‘Abdu’l-Bahá visited had only been in 
existence for seventy-nine years. In 1833 Chicago was incorporated with a 
population of 350, but now, in 1912, more than 2.3 million residents swelled its 
streets, making it the world’s sixth largest city. It was also the busiest 
transportation hub on the planet, and competed only with New York for the 
distinction of having the world’s tallest building — an honor that changed hands 
every few years. 
 
Historian Paul Johnson, in his monumental A History of the American People, 
identifies an early moment in Chicago’s history as emblematic of American 
determination and ingenuity. In the mid-1850s it became clear that the city’s 
lack of proper drainage was responsible for growing epidemics of typhoid fever, 
dysentery, and cholera. It simply sat too low in the water table. The solution? 
Lift up the hundred or so buildings that comprised downtown: lift them six feet. 
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Over the next ten years entire city blocks were raised, an incredible feat of 
engineering involving tens of thousands of jackscrews and hydraulic lifts. And, 
even as they were being hoisted out of the muck, the buildings stayed open, and 
Chicago’s daily business continued. This could never have happened in Europe, 
Johnson notes, because a uniquely American conviction drove the enterprise: 
“that nothing material is impossible.” 
 
‘Abdu’l-Bahá had praised America’s material ingenuity and advancement from 
the moment reporters greeted him aboard the SS Cedric in New York Harbor on 
April 11. But he also believed the nation’s people had a unique spiritual 
potential, and called on Americans to realize it. During his final visit to Chicago, 
he raised the point again. 
 
“Chicago has great capacity,” he told those gathered at the Plaza Hotel on 
November 1. “I hope that the banner of the unity of mankind will be unfurled in 
this city.” As usual, hundreds of Chicagoans turned up to meet him each day. 
“This is the third time that I am in Chicago,” he said, and joked with the visitors 
that it was now their turn to return the favor and visit him in Palestine. ‘Abdu’l-
Bahá had a specific challenge for the city’s Bahá’ís. “Strive day and night for the 
public weal,” he told them. He encouraged them to display a level of unity and 
sacrifice that would cause “the dormant pulse of this country [to] beat 
vigorously.” 
 
“You must not look at present accomplishments,” he admonished some listeners 
at Corinne True’s home at 5338 Kenmore Avenue, “for this is but the 
beginning.” 



How to Cite this Article 
 
The formatting below is from the Chicago Manual of Style, 17th Edition. For other academic citation styles, 
please adapt accordingly. Since the 239 Days site and its contents may be updated from time to time, we 
recommend you include a “last modified” date, which is provided at the top of both the web and PDF 
versions of this article. 
 
 
FOOTNOTE / ENDNOTE:  
Robert Sockett, “In Chicago, Anything Is Possible,” 239 Days in America, ed. Jonathan Menon and Robert 
Sockett, October 31, 2012, http://239days.com/2012/10/31/in-chicago-anything-is-possible/. 
 
 
BIBLIOGRAPHY: 
Sockett, Robert. “In Chicago, Anything Is Possible.” 239 Days in America. Edited by Jonathan Menon and 
Robert Sockett. October 31, 2012. http://239days.com/2012/10/31/in-chicago-anything-is-possible/. 
 
 
HOW TO CITE THE 239 Days in America WEBSITE IN A BIBLIOGRAPHY: 
Menon, Jonathan, and Robert Sockett, eds. 239 Days in America. http://239days.com/. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Terms of Use 
 
239 Days in America™ and the 239Days.com website is licensed under a Creative Commons 3.0 License as specified 
at this link: http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/. This PDF file is shared with you with the following 
additional terms: 
 

YOU MAY quote from this PDF file with proper attribution. Your citation must include the author’s name and 
the 239 Days in America project’s name. You may download and print this PDF file, and you may share 
individual PDF files in print or electronic form. 

 
Although we want to make our work easy to share, we also wish to maintain the unity and integrity of 239 Days in 
America as a whole. Therefore, 
 

YOU MAY NOT republish or rebroadcast our PDF files in a public forum—such as by uploading them to a 
blog, app, or other web property, publishing them in print form, or distributing them widely using electronic 
means—without our prior written consent. We invite you to discuss such opportunities with us by contacting 
the Editor-In-Chief at editor@239Days.com. Otherwise, please share the permalinks displayed at the top of 
each file.  

 
YOU MAY NOT extract pages from this file, recombine this PDF file with other documents, assemble its 
contents into any free or paid product, app, ebook, collection, compilation, or archive, nor remove this page of 
Terms. The Adobe PDF™ security features employed in this document have been selected to prevent such 
use. You may not circumvent these security features in any way. 

 
 
 
 


