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CLEAR SKIES ACROSS THE country east of the Rocky Mountains promised a 
big turnout at the polls on this Election Day, November 5, 1912. 
 
President Taft arrived in Cincinnati last night at half past seven, about two 
hours after ‘Abdu’l-Bahá’s train had pulled in from Chicago. But whereas 
‘Abdu’l-Bahá had arrived quietly, a throng of ten thousand people turned out at 
the train station to greet Taft, their city’s favorite son, many of them workers 
who had missed their suppers in order to catch a glimpse of the President. Taft 
got into an automobile while a brass marching band played. He was driven 
north through downtown toward his brother Charles’s house on Pike Street, 
while green and red fire lit up the sidewalks and an impromptu parade formed 
around the car. 
 
William Howard Taft stood six-foot-two and weighed 330 pounds. To see him 
you’d expect that he spent most of his time sitting on the couch with a beer. But 
Taft was a teetotaler, light on his feet, a good dancer, and a master horseman. 
While Taft was Governor of the Philippines under President Roosevelt in 1903, 
news arrived at the White House one day that he had just finished a twenty-five 
mile ride. Elihu Root, the Secretary of War, promptly cabled Manila: “HOW IS 
THE HORSE?” And Taft loved to laugh at his own jokes. His biographer Henry 
Pringle wrote that the President’s laughter began softly, a “trembling of his 
ample stomach.” His chuckle became louder as his story continued, and, paired 
with an expansive grin, rumbled from his frame, often eliciting laughter from 
his audience before he had even finished the tale. 
 
‘Abdu’l-Bahá had planned to depart Cincinnati early this morning, but he had so 
many visitors he couldn’t leave. At the Grand Hotel, on Central Avenue at 4th 
Street, he talked of the President. “I am most grateful to President Taft for 
having extended his influence toward the establishment of universal peace,” he 
said. 
 
Taft had spent much of his presidency signing arbitration treaties with 
America’s sister republics in Central and South America. Yesterday in New 
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York, Andrew Carnegie had made the same point to a New-York Tribune 
reporter. “Above all his services we should rank his untiring efforts for 
international peace,” Carnegie said. “He is emphatically the great peace 
preserving official of our day.” 
 
But, as ‘Abdu’l-Bahá explained, treaties of arbitration between nation-states 
were only the first step in Bahá’u’lláh’s comprehensive plan for global peace, 
and the chance to achieve it was uniquely America’s. America, he said, “is at 
peace with all the world and is worthy of raising the flag of brotherhood and 
international agreement. When this is done, the rest of the world will accept. All 
nations will join in adopting the teachings of Bahá’u’lláh revealed more than 
fifty years ago. In His Epistles He asked the parliaments of the world to send 
their wisest and best men to an international world conference which should 
decide all questions between the peoples and establish universal peace. . . . Its 
accomplishment would be more far-reaching than the Hague tribunal.” 
 
When ‘Abdu’l-Bahá’s train pulled out of Cincinnati’s Union Central Railroad 
Depot at noon, bound for the nation’s capital, President Taft was again in the 
backseat of his car. He had little regard for the speeding limits, and on many 
occasions he would try to outrun the police, leaving them covered in dust and 
never knowing whom they had been chasing. But today, with all eyes on him, he 
was smiling to the crowds on his way to cast his vote in Precinct M of 
Cincinnati’s Third Ward, at 2008 Madison Road. The President spent the five 
full minutes in the voting booth, filling out six separate ballots for federal, state, 
and local offices. 
 
“What he has accomplished in making treaties with various nations is very 
good,” ‘Abdu’l-Bahá said in praise of President Taft, “but when we have the 
interparliamentary body composed of delegates from all the nations of the world 
and devoted to the maintenance of agreement and goodwill, the utopian dream 
of sages and poets, the parliament of man, will be realized.”



How to Cite this Article 
 
The formatting below is from the Chicago Manual of Style, 17th Edition. For other academic citation styles, 
please adapt accordingly. Since the 239 Days site and its contents may be updated from time to time, we 
recommend you include a “last modified” date, which is provided at the top of both the web and PDF 
versions of this article. 
 
 
FOOTNOTE / ENDNOTE:  
Jonathan Menon, “On Election Day, ‘Abdu’l-Bahá Praises Cincinnati’s Favorite Son,” 239 Days in America, 
ed. Jonathan Menon and Robert Sockett, November 5, 2012, http://239days.com/2012/11/05/on-election-
day-abdul-baha-praises-cincinnatis-favorite-son/. 
 
 
BIBLIOGRAPHY: 
Menon, Jonathan. “On Election Day, ‘Abdu’l-Bahá Praises Cincinnati’s Favorite Son.” 239 Days in America. 
Edited by Jonathan Menon and Robert Sockett. November 5, 2012. http://239days.com/2012/11/05/on-
election-day-abdul-baha-praises-cincinnatis-favorite-son/. 
 
 
HOW TO CITE THE 239 Days in America WEBSITE IN A BIBLIOGRAPHY: 
Menon, Jonathan, and Robert Sockett, eds. 239 Days in America. http://239days.com/. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Terms of Use 
 
239 Days in America™ and the 239Days.com website is licensed under a Creative Commons 3.0 License as specified 
at this link: http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/. This PDF file is shared with you with the following 
additional terms: 
 

YOU MAY quote from this PDF file with proper attribution. Your citation must include the author’s name and 
the 239 Days in America project’s name. You may download and print this PDF file, and you may share 
individual PDF files in print or electronic form. 

 
Although we want to make our work easy to share, we also wish to maintain the unity and integrity of 239 Days in 
America as a whole. Therefore, 
 

YOU MAY NOT republish or rebroadcast our PDF files in a public forum—such as by uploading them to a 
blog, app, or other web property, publishing them in print form, or distributing them widely using electronic 
means—without our prior written consent. We invite you to discuss such opportunities with us by contacting 
the Editor-In-Chief at editor@239Days.com. Otherwise, please share the permalinks displayed at the top of 
each file.  

 
YOU MAY NOT extract pages from this file, recombine this PDF file with other documents, assemble its 
contents into any free or paid product, app, ebook, collection, compilation, or archive, nor remove this page of 
Terms. The Adobe PDF™ security features employed in this document have been selected to prevent such 
use. You may not circumvent these security features in any way. 

 
 
 
 


