
 

1 239 DAYS IN AMERICA  

 
BLAME IT ON RELIGION 

Blame It On Religion 
 
By Robert Sockett 
Published: May 4, 2012  |  Last modified: January 6, 2021 
Permalink: http://239days.com/2012/05/04/a-man-of-both-faith-and-reason/ 
 

 
IT’S NOT BEEN A month since ‘Abdu’l-Bahá arrived in America, yet he has 
succeeded in placing himself at the center of virtually all of the nation’s raging 
debates. He has championed women’s rights. He has challenged whites and 
blacks to work together. He has argued that, of all nations, America is uniquely 
capable of leading the world to peace. 
 
He is the unlikeliest of spokesmen: a sixty-eight-year-old Middle-Easterner, 
recently released from forty years captivity at the hands of the Ottoman Empire, 
accompanied by an entourage of men wearing fezzes. 
 
But ‘Abdu’l-Bahá has shown that he is entirely at home in America. He 
converses with ease in the company of scientists, philosophers, businessmen, 
politicians, and men of religion, whether Christian or Jew. 
 
Racial equality. Social progress. International peace. For ‘Abdu’l-Bahá these 
matters are fundamentally spiritual in nature. Yet the faith he offers isn’t one of 
mystical contemplation, though there seems time for that too. As he noted at the 
temple’s cornerstone ceremony three days ago: spiritual devotion must be 
manifested in material action. 
 
‘Abdu’l-Bahá argues that the urgent task of the modern world is to create a 
greater degree of unity in all spheres of human activity. He would concur with 
President Roosevelt that, “The welfare of each of us is dependent fundamentally 
upon the welfare of all of us.” But this simple truth gets hidden by religious 
superstition and social prejudice. Most of the blame, he says, lies at the feet of 
religion. He has often reminded his audiences that human beings generally 
worship their own creations. 
 
What is the answer to this spiritual dilemma? Reason, says ‘Abdu’l-Bahá: “It is 
most certain that if human souls exercise their respective reason and 
intelligence upon the divine questions, the power of God will dispel every 
difficulty, and the eternal realities will appear as one light, one truth, one love, 
one God . . . .” 
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America, ‘Abdu’l-Bahá says, has a special sense of ingenuity. He will spend a lot 
of his time with its scientists, inventors and entrepreneurs, as well as those who 
strive practically for social reform. For him, this is God’s work.



How to Cite this Article 
 
The formatting below is from the Chicago Manual of Style, 17th Edition. For other academic citation styles, 
please adapt accordingly. Since the 239 Days site and its contents may be updated from time to time, we 
recommend you include a “Last modified” date, which is provided at the top of both the web and PDF 
versions of this article. 
 
 
FOOTNOTE / ENDNOTE:  
Robert Sockett, “Blame It On Religion,” 239 Days in America, ed. Jonathan Menon and Robert Sockett, 
May 4, 2012, http://239days.com/2012/05/04/a-man-of-both-faith-and-reason/. 
 
 
BIBLIOGRAPHY: 
Sockett, Robert. “Blame It On Religion.” 239 Days in America. Edited by Jonathan Menon and Robert 
Sockett. May 4, 2012. http://239days.com/2012/05/04/a-man-of-both-faith-and-reason/. 
 
 
HOW TO CITE THE 239 Days in America WEBSITE IN A BIBLIOGRAPHY: 
Menon, Jonathan, and Robert Sockett, eds. 239 Days in America. http://239days.com/. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Terms of Use 
 
239 Days in America™ and the 239Days.com website is licensed under a Creative Commons 3.0 License as specified 
at this link: http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/. This PDF file is shared with you with the following 
additional terms: 
 

YOU MAY quote from this PDF file with proper attribution. Your citation must include the author’s name and 
the 239 Days in America project’s name. You may download and print this PDF file, and you may share 
individual PDF files in print or electronic form. 

 
Although we want to make our work easy to share, we also wish to maintain the unity and integrity of 239 Days in 
America as a whole. Therefore, 
 

YOU MAY NOT republish or rebroadcast our PDF files in a public forum—such as by uploading them to a blog, 
app, or other web property, publishing them in print form, or distributing them widely using electronic means—
without our prior written consent. We invite you to discuss such opportunities with us by contacting the Editor-
In-Chief at editor@239Days.com. Otherwise, please share the permalinks displayed at the top of each file.  

 
YOU MAY NOT extract pages from this file, recombine this PDF file with other documents, assemble its 
contents into any free or paid product, app, ebook, collection, compilation, or archive, nor remove this page of 
Terms. The Adobe PDF™ security features employed in this document have been selected to prevent such 
use. You may not circumvent these security features in any way. 

 
 
 
 


