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THEY FIRST INVADED AMERICAN shores in 1883, when Protap Chunder
Mozoomdar, a leader in the Brahmo Samaj, an offshoot of Hinduism in the
Indian region of Bengal, traveled across America. Anagarika Dharmapala, a
leader of Sinhalese Buddhist nationalism from Ceylon, had been in touch with
Americans for many years before he was invited to represent “Southern
Buddhism” at the World’s Parliament of Religions in Chicago. Then, in
September, 1893, Swami Vivekananda, a young firebrand from the Advaita
branch of Hinduism, wearing a red turban and bright orange robes, lit up the
conference with his fiery oratory, in perfect, poetic English.

“After hearing him we feel how foolish it is to send missionaries to this learned
nation,” the New York Herald wrote.

These eastern teachers were all from India, and Boston was kind to them. Sara
Chapman Bull, of Brattle Street in Cambridge, became Vivekananda’s leading
patron. And in Eliot, Maine, near Portsmouth, New Hampshire, Sarah J.

Farmer provided a platform for them at Green Acre, her annual forum where

she put the World’s Parliament of Religions on a permanent basis every summer.
These were the men who offered American journalists the stereotypes that they
would try to use to describe ‘Abdu’l-Bahé in 1912.

But these earlier speakers differed from ‘Abdu’l-Bahé in several important ways.

First, India was struggling to free itself from British control. Therefore, the
Indians brought a heavy anti-colonial message with them to America. At the
Parliament in Chicago, Vivekananda excoriated church missionary efforts in
India, telling the audience that India could use many things from the West, but
that the churches could kindly keep their religion to themselves. Dharmapala
made no apologies for linking Sinhalese Buddhism to the struggle for Ceylon’s
independence, and Mozoomdar, and the poet Rabindranath Tagore after him,
who happened to meet ‘Abdu’l-Bah4 in America in 1912, placed Indian cultural
nationalism at the center of their concerns. ‘Abdu’l-Bah4, in contrast, argued for
a single global identity, and rarely addressed political affairs.

Second, Vivekananda was no slouch when it came to turning on the charm with



He was single and thirty years old when he came to Chicago. Dharmapala was
also a single monk, aged twenty-nine, but he had taken a lifelong vow of chastity.
But ‘Abdu’l-Baha had been married for over forty years. He and his wife,
Munirih, had four educated, grown-up daughters and several grandchildren.

Third, while ‘Abdu’l-Baha had plenty of financial support for his trip, and a
growing community of Baha’is in the United States who sometimes hosted him,
the other easterners had no base of support in America. They were constantly
raising money to support their travels and to fund their projects back home.
Americans, especially the press, were regularly surprised that ‘Abdu’l-Bah4 was
not only turning down offers of money, but was actually giving it out in America,
such as at the Bowery Mission.

Fourth, and most importantly, the Indian teachers formulated a politicized
rhetorical dichotomy that portrayed their “ancient” and “spiritual” East as
superior to the degraded, nouveau-riche, “materialistic” West that surpassed
them in global power. But ‘Abdu’l-Bah4, from the moment he stepped off the
Cedric in New York harbor, had praised America for its material, scientific, and
entrepreneurial spirit, which he found to be powerful and unique. He also
repeatedly stated his opinion that America’s great spiritual capacity would
enable them to lead the world to peace.



How to Cite this Article

The formatting below is from the Chicago Manual of Style, 17th Edition. For other academic citation styles,
please adapt accordingly. Since the 239 Days site and its contents may be updated from time to time, we
recommend you include a “Last modified” date, which is provided at the top of both the web and PDF
versions of this article.

FOOTNOTE / ENDNOTE:
Jonathan Menon, “The Invasion of the Easterners,” 239 Days in America, ed. Jonathan Menon and Robert
Sockett, May 24, 2012 http://239days.com/2012/05/24/the-easterners-invade-new-england/.

BIBLIOGRAPHY:
Menon, Jonathan. The Invasion of the Easterners.” 239 Days in America. Edited by Jonathan Menon and
Robert Sockett. May 24, 2012. http://239days.com/2012/05/24/the-easterners-invade-new-england,/.

HOW TO CITE THE 239 Days in America WEBSITE IN A BIBLIOGRAPHY:
Menon, Jonathan, and Robert Sockett, eds. 239 Days in America. http://239days.com/.



Terms of Use

239 Days in America™ and the 239Days.com website is licensed under a Creative Commons 3.0 License as specified
at this link: http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/. This PDF file is shared with you with the following
additional terms:

YOU MAY quote from this PDF file with proper attribution. Your citation must include the author’'s name and
the 239 Days in America project's name. You may download and print this PDF file, and you may share
individual PDF files in print or electronic form.

Although we want to make our work easy to share, we also wish to maintain the unity and integrity of 239 Days in
America as a whole. Therefore,

YOU MAY NOT republish or rebroadcast our PDF files in a public forum—such as by uploading them to a blog,
app, or other web property, publishing them in print form, or distributing them widely using electronic means—
without our prior written consent. We invite you to discuss such opportunities with us by contacting the Editor-
In-Chief at editor@239Days.com. Otherwise, please share the permalinks displayed at the top of each file.

YOU MAY NOT extract pages from this file, recombine this PDF file with other documents, assemble its
contents into any free or paid product, app, ebook, collection, compilation, or archive, nor remove this page of
Terms. The Adobe PDF™ security features employed in this document have been selected to prevent such
use. You may not circumvent these security features in any way.



