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EVERYBODY SEEMED TO BE in a hurry on Saturday, June 29, 1912. The rush
began before dawn when a train left New York’s Pennsylvania Station, carrying
a special overnight edition of the New York Times to the Democratic National
Convention in Baltimore.

The delegates had been in session there since Tuesday, and by Friday evening
the Times newsroom anticipated a decision before midnight. That would give
them plenty of time to add the results to the regular Saturday morning edition
before it had to go to press. But by 11 p.m. the delegates had already voted on
twelve ballots without choosing a candidate. The deadline passed and the editor
had to pull the trigger on the morning edition. So the Times ordered up a
“Special” edition just for Baltimore. The convention adjourned at 3:05 a.m. on
Saturday morning, the news arriving in New York by telegraph at 3:15. In a few
minutes the presses in the basement of the Times building, at Broadway and
Forty-third Street, were running off the special Baltimore edition. They loaded it
onto wagons, clattered down Seventh Avenue, lowered the papers to the train
level using the station elevator, and then pulled out of Penn Station at 4:17 a.m.

The New York Times wasn’t the only outlet pouring news into the convention.
By Wednesday, 110,000 telegrams had already peppered the delegates, many of
them sent by groups of voters back home. Exactly 1,128 of them were addressed
to William Jennings Bryan, from 31,331 persons in forty-six states. Although
Bryan had been a detached observer at the Republican Convention in Chicago,
he was in the thick of things in Baltimore.

Bryan was a progressive, and, after running as the Democratic presidential
nominee in 1896, 1900, and 1908, he still carried nationwide support. In 1906
he had traveled to Palestine and had visited ‘Abdu’l-Baha in ‘Akké, writing
about it in the Chicago Daily News. But this week “The Great Commoner” was
all politics.

One thing had particularly riled him: the extent to which a few New York
tycoons, such as J. P. Morgan, could shape the voting at both the Republican
and the Democratic conventions. “It is a spectacle never before witnessed in
American politics,” Bryan wrote. “Two conventions of opposing parties meeting



within two weeks, and the same financial jugglers of Wall Street attempting to
use the convention like the wooden figures in a Punch and Judy show.”

By this morning, Sunday, the delegates had voted on an additional fourteen
ballots, and the New York Times printed the results of each vote on page two.
Governor Woodrow Wilson of New Jersey was slowly breaking down the lead of
the frontrunner, Champ Clark, the Speaker of the House.

There weren’t many stories in today’s Times that didn’t have to do with politics,
but one of them was about ‘Abdu’l-Baha. “PROPHET’S DASH FOR TRAIN:
Abdul Baha in Spectacular Rush from Montclair” described the spectacle on
Saturday morning at the Lackawanna station when his attendants had tried to
stop the train from departing without him. ‘Abdu’l-Bah4 was sandwiched
between two Roosevelt stories on page six. The column to his left told how TR
was gobbling up Republican newspaper endorsements. To his right Teddy
chatted with reporters about Baltimore, his clothing still damp after a
thunderstorm, which had narrowly missed ‘Abdu’l-Baha’s unity feast in West
Englewood, New Jersey, and had decided to wash out the Roosevelt family
picnic in Oyster Bay instead.

“TIMES SPECIAL GOES 9o MILES AN HOUR,” the paper reported on page
four. By the time the Special train reached Wilmington, Delaware, yesterday
morning, it was eight minutes behind schedule. But the Engineer, Mr. Siter,
kicked it into overdrive, covering 27.3 miles in 18.2 minutes. “The train fairly
shot through space,” the paper said.

At 9 a.m. in Baltimore, a New York delegate spread out the Times Special on a
restaurant breakfast table and began reading passages out loud, throwing in
interjections of his own. “New York gives Clark its ninety votes. Announcement
starts a big demonstration in the convention. Wilson men respond.”

“Say, this is right up to the minute, isn’t it? It’s the greatest thing in the world!”



How to Cite this Article

The formatting below is from the Chicago Manual of Style, 17th Edition. For other academic citation styles,
please adapt accordingly. Since the 239 Days site and its contents may be updated from time to time, we
recommend you include a “last modified” date, which is provided at the top of both the web and PDF
versions of this article.

FOOTNOTE / ENDNOTE:
Jonathan Menon, “Donkeys in Baltimore,” 239 Days in America, ed. Jonathan Menon and Robert Sockett,
June 30, 2012, http://239days.com/2012/06/30/donkeys-in-baltimore/.

BIBLIOGRAPHY:
Menon, Jonathan. “Donkeys in Baltimore.” 239 Days in America. Edited by Jonathan Menon and Robert
Sockett. June 30, 2012. http://239days.com/2012/06/30/donkeys-in-baltimore/.

HOW TO CITE THE 239 Days in America WEBSITE IN A BIBLIOGRAPHY:
Menon, Jonathan, and Robert Sockett, eds. 239 Days in America. http://239days.com/.



Terms of Use

239 Days in America™ and the 239Days.com website is licensed under a Creative Commons 3.0 License as specified
at this link: http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/. This PDF file is shared with you with the following
additional terms:

YOU MAY quote from this PDF file with proper attribution. Your citation must include the author’'s name and
the 239 Days in America project's name. You may download and print this PDF file, and you may share
individual PDF files in print or electronic form.

Although we want to make our work easy to share, we also wish to maintain the unity and integrity of 239 Days in
America as a whole. Therefore,

YOU MAY NOT republish or rebroadcast our PDF files in a public forum—such as by uploading them to a
blog, app, or other web property, publishing them in print form, or distributing them widely using electronic
means—uwithout our prior written consent. We invite you to discuss such opportunities with us by contacting
the Editor-In-Chief at editor@239Days.com. Otherwise, please share the permalinks displayed at the top of
each file.

YOU MAY NOT extract pages from this file, recombine this PDF file with other documents, assemble its
contents into any free or paid product, app, ebook, collection, compilation, or archive, nor remove this page of
Terms. The Adobe PDF™ security features employed in this document have been selected to prevent such
use. You may not circumvent these security features in any way.



